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GOVERNOR JERRY BROWN ANNOUNCES REDUCTION, ELIMINATION OF 
COMMUNITY SERVICES FOR CHILDREN AND ADULTS WITH 

DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES IN CALIFORNIA 
 
Governor Jerry Brown has released his proposed budget for the fiscal year that starts July 1, 
2011.   His budget eliminates at least 20% of all community services for people with 
developmental disabilities.  It dismantles your rights under the Lanterman Act.  His plan 
has two main parts:   
 

• Cut $750 million from the budget that funds community services for children and adults 
with developmental disabilities, and  

• Place an arbitrary statewide individual limit on every type service available through 
regional centers.  This means rationing of services. 

 
Below is an excerpt from an analysis of the plan by the Senate Budget Committee. Please note 
that the term “statewide service standards” may sound nice, but it actually means arbitrary 
statewide limits on what can be purchased for an individual (regardless of need):   
 

“This proposal would establish statewide service standards at the State-level that set 
parameters and the array of services available through the Regional Centers. In 
developing these standards, the DDS would consider eligibility for the service, duration, 
frequency and efficacy of the service, qualification of service providers, service rates, and 
parental and consumer responsibilities.”  

 
The Senate analysis goes on to say that considerable legislation would be necessary for 
implementation of this “sweeping proposal”.  In other words, this means they have to make 
major changes to the Lanterman Act in order to implement this plan.   
 
If enacted, the Governor’s plan would do 3 things:   

• Limit the services any individual or family can receive, regardless of their need. 
• Force program closures, reducing the availability of services now and in the future, by 

putting the local agencies that provide services out of business. 
• Reduce or eliminate your services – to save money for the State. 

 
Call your State Assembly and Senate representatives and tell them that the 
$750 million cut to the Department of Developmental Services is too large.  
Tell them that the method proposed to accomplish the savings will destroy 
irreplaceable community resources in their community.   


